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Happy New Year? 
I have never felt so strange as I do this year in saying “Happy 
New Year”. With the kind of year we had in 2020 with a nation 
polarized, unprecedented storms, wildfires and then the pan-
demic raging out of control, it seems like “Happy New Year” 
does not quite cut it for 2021. Maybe we simply own what 2020 
was for us, grieve with those who grieve for one reason or an-
other and move on and ask for A Blessed New Year instead. It 
takes time to heal so we may not be able to simply move on 
any time soon. For millions, 2020 was a devastating year! For 
some, it is going to take a long, long time for things to return to 
a sense of normalcy. It has been said that things will never re-
turn to the “old normal”. What we will have, however, as a peo-
ple of faith, is a new normal. What that looks like remains to be 
seen. We are comforted by a quote from Ralph Abernathy: 

 
“I don’t know what the future may hold, 

but I know who holds the future.” 
 
Furthermore, may we also trust in these words from Psalm 
143:8 and place this verse on our bathroom mirror or the refrig-
erator door to remind us every single morning of God’s unfail-
ing love and in whom we put our trust: 
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02: Laura Hash     13: Donnie Fisher 
16: Jerry Bechtle     17: Chase Lubick  
17: Russell Robertson    18: Doris Jenkins 
20: Kathie Johnson    20: Sharon Smith 

The Saturday ads in the  
Mt. Standard for  
December is sponsored  
by Bea Cline 

02: Steven & Emily Keckler   11: Ed & Norma Pangburn 

December Trumpet Call 

In loving memory of my precious 

wife Cecelia Parrett on her  

Birthday– Jan 16th.  Lee Parrett 
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Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! 
 
Well, 2020 was not what any of us expected. It 
was filled with unexpected global tensions, 
hardships, and loss. Not one person was un-
touched. We feel this pain, but as Easter peo-
ple, we know that these times will not last, that 
Christ is with us, and therefore, we have hope 
as we are not alone. One thing that 2020 has 

taught me is that technology is not all bad. Our youth program was 
able to stay connected during the pandemic through phone calls, texts, 
FaceBook, SnapChat, and Zoom. However, these interactions can not 
replace in-person gatherings. We look forward to a time when every-
one who can be vaccinated is vaccinated so we can again fellowship in 
person safely. 
A December highlight included creating a video Christmas Pageant 
that can be found on the Butte Aldersgate UMC YouTube channel 
(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=caNP2YObAYc&t=9s). Between 
the youth, their dogs, and the church choir, your heart will surely be 
warmed and your smile will be wide. Another highlight included the 
youth building "gingerbread houses." There was so much creativity 
and no simple houses. They only used over 4 lbs of frosting and who 
knows how much candy! We are looking forward to sledding and out-
door fire pit gatherings in the new year! 
 
Our youth program is open to all youth (Aldersgate associated or not) 
in 6th-12th grades. If you have ideas, questions, concerns, or want to 
get to know these young people, please contact Jill Graff at 491-1650 
or jillgraff@gmail.com.     
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May this be our prayer and 
may your 2021 be especially 
blessed in the midst of all 
that is. 
 
Grace, peace & joy, 
 
Matthias 

We would like to thank 
you for all the cards, 
gifts and goodies 

If you would like to join in with 
the Zoom meetings, but don’t  
have means to do the video ses 
sion, there is a way you can call  
in, listen and participate.  Please  
call the office for more details  
or the phone numbers to call.   

Ed and I would like to thank every-
one for their kind expressions of sym-
pathy with the passing of my father, 
Robert Tilley.  We appreciate all the 
cards, texts, calls, and memorials very 
much.  
We are blessed to be part of the won-
derful Aldersgate Family 
  Roberta Dobb 
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